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Abstract
e teaching of social studies in Nigerian schools has been a subject of concern in recent years,
with many students struggling to grasp the concepts and apply them to real-life situations. This
article explores the revolutionizing of teaching in Social Sciences, with focus on Social Studies.
Social Studies is a vital component of education that helps students understand the world around them
by integrating multiple disciplines, including history, geography, economics, and civics. The article
examines the importance of innovative approaches to teaching social studies, focusing on the need to
revolutionize the way the subject is taught, including the use of technology, project-based learning and
critical thinking. These approaches can enhance student learning outcomes and prepare students for the
challenges of the 21" century. It examines the meaning of innovative approaches and discusses the role
of technology in social studies education including digital archives, virtual field trips, and online
discussions. It explores project-based learning and critical thinking, highlighting the potential to
develop students' problem-solving skills and civic engagement. The benefits of innovative approaches to
teaching social studies are also discussed, including enhanced student engagement, improved critical
thinking and problem-solving skills and better preparation for the workforce. The article further
discusses the recent scholars' contributions, implementation strategies, challenges, and solutions. The
article concludes that the adoption of innovative approaches to teaching social studies is crucial for

improving student outcomes and recommends ways to achieve this goal.
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Introduction

ocial studies is a crucial subject in

Nigerian schools, as it equips students

with knowledge, skills, and values
necessary for understanding and participating
in the social, economic, and political life of the
country. However, the teaching of social
studies has been criticized for being too
theoretical, abstract, and disconnected from
real-life experiences (Adeyemo & Kolawole,
2020). This has led to a lack of interest and
poor performance in the subject among
students. To address this challenge, there is a
need to revolutionize the way social studies is
taught, focusing on innovative approaches that
promote active learning, critical thinking, and
problem-solving skills.

Social studies is defined as the study of
individuals, communities, systems, and their
interactions across tie and place that prepares
students for local, national, and global civic

life (NCSS, 2023). It is an interdisciplinary
subject that combines geography,
anthropology, economics, history, sociology,
political science, and civics to provide a
comprehensive understanding of society

(Farrant, 2023).

Social studies have several aspects, including:

1. Civic Competence: Social studies aims
to develop students' knowledge, skills,
and values necessary for active
citizenship and democratic
participation (NCSS, 2023).

2. Global Awareness: Social studies
explores global issues, cultures, and
perspectives, fostering students'
understanding of international
relations and global citizenship (Banks,
2023). Also according to
Oluwagbohunmi &Alonge (2023),
Social Studies education helps students
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develop a global perspective and
understand the interconnectedness of
the world.

3. Critical Thinking: Social Studies
encourages students to analyze
information, evaluate evidence, and
develop informed opinions on social
issues (Farrant, 2023).

4. Interdisciplinary Approach: Social
Studies combines multiple subjects,
such as history, geography, and
economics, to provide a comprehensive
understanding of human societies
(NCSS, 1992).

There are also several rationalization
approaches to teaching social studies which
otherwise referred to as innovative approaches.
These include:

1. Inquiry-Based Learning: This
encourages students to explore social
studies concepts through investigations,
discussions, and problem-solving
activities (Okam, 2022).

2. Project-Based Learning: It involves
students working on real-world projects
that integrate social studies concepts,
promoting critical thinking and
collaboration (Larmer, 2026).

3. Case Study Approach: This approach
examines real-life scenarios or
historical events to develop students'
analytical and critical thinking skills
(Quartey, 1984).

4. Role-Playing and Simulations:
Engages students in interactive
activities that stimulate real-world
situations, fostering empathy and
understanding of social studies
concepts (Frost & Rowland, 1969).

Theoretical Framework
The theoretical framework for this study is
based on the constructivist theory of learning,

which posits that learners construct their own
knowledge and understanding through active
engagement with the learning environment
(Piaget, 1970). This theory is relevant to the
study of social studies, as it emphasizes the
importance of student-centered learning,
critical thinking, and problem-solving skills.

Meaning of Innovative Approach to
Teaching of Social Studies

Innovative approaches to teaching social
studies refer to new and creative ways of
delivering instruction that promote student-
centered learning, critical thinking, and
problem-solving skills (Kumar & Rajan, 2022).
These approaches prioritize student
engagement, participation, and collaboration,
and emphasize the development of skills such
as critical thinking, creativity, and
communication.

Innovative approaches to teaching social

studies include:

1. Technology integration: Incorporating
digital tools and resources to enhance
teaching and learning (Kumar & Rajan,
2022).

2. Project-based learning: Encouraging
students to work on real-world projects
that integrate social studies concepts
(Okoro & Okafor, 2020).

3. Inquiry-based learning: Encouraging
students to ask questions, investigate,
and solve problems (Kolawole &
Adeyemo, 2021).

4. Flipped classrooms: Reversing the
traditional lecture-homework format,
where students learn at home and work
on activities in class (Adeyemo &
Kolawole, 2020).

5. Global citizenship education:
Integrating global education themes,
such as climate change and human
rights, into Social Studies curricula

204




Social Science Education Journal (SOSCED-J) Vol. 8 No 1, 2026

(Agboola, 2022; Ibijola & Ogunyemi,
2023).

Benefits of Technology Integration in Social

Studies Education

Technology integration in social studies

education offers several benefits, including:

1. Enhanced student engagement:
Technology can make learning more
interactive and engaging, leading to
improved student motivation and
participation (Kumar & Rajan, 2022).

2. Access to resources: Technology
provides access to a wide range of
digital resources, including online
libraries, educational apps, and
multimedia materials
(Oluwagbohunmi, 2014).

3. Personalized learning: Technology can
facilitate personalized learning,
allowing students to learn at their own
pace and focus on areas of interest
(Adeyemo & Kolawole, 2020).

4. Collaboration and communication:
Technology can enable students to
collaborate with peers and
communicate with experts, promoting
global citizenship and cultural
understanding (Agboola, 2022).

Role of Technology in Innovative
Approaches to Teaching Social Studies
Technology plays a crucial role in innovative
approaches to teaching social studies,
including:

1. Virtual field trips: Technology can
enable students to take virtual field
trips, exploring historical sites,
museums, and other places of interest
(Kolawole & Adeyemo, 2021).

2. Simulation-based learning: Technology
can provide simulation-based learning

experiences, allowing students to
explore complex social studies
concepts in a safe and interactive
environment (Okoro & Okafor, 2020).

3. Online discussions and debates:
Technology can facilitate online
discussions and debates, promoting
critical thinking, communication, and
collaboration skills (Adeyemo &
Kolawole, 2020).

4. Gamification and game-based learning;:
Technology can enable gamification
and game-based learning, making
social studies education more engaging
and fun (Kumar & Rajan, 2022).

Recent scholars have made significant

contributions to the development of innovative

approaches to teaching social studies. For
example, Agboola (2022) emphasizes the role
of Social Studies teachers in fostering globally

aware citizens. Ibijola and Ogunyemi (2023)

highlight the importance of integrating global

education themes into Social Studies curricula.

Also Ogunlade and Adeyemi (2022) found that
both male and female teachers demonstrate
comparable enthusiasm and effectiveness in
teaching global issues when provided with
equal resources and training. Larmer (2026)
suggests that project-based learning enhances
student engagement and develops future-ready
skills in Social Studies.

Furthermore Oluwagbohunmi (2017)
emphasizes the importance of value education
for Nigerian youths, highlighting the need for
Social Studies teachers to incorporate value-
oriented approaches into their teaching
practices. More so Oluwagbohunmi (2023)
explores the role of educated parents in child
labour practices, underscoring the importance
of community engagement in Social Studies
education. Furthermore Oluwagbohunmi
(2014) also highlights the need for Social
Studies educators to develop ICT skills,
emphasizing the importance of technology
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integration in teaching and learning.

Implementation of Innovative Approaches
in Social Studies Education

Implementing innovative approaches to
teaching social studies requires a paradigm
shift from traditional teacher-centered methods
to student-centered approaches. This involves:

1. Teacher training: Providing
professional development
opportunities for teachers to develop
their skills in innovative approaches
(Okoro & Okafor, 2020).

2. Curriculum design: Designing
curricula that incorporate innovative
approaches and promote student-
centered learning (Kolawole &
Adeyemo, 2021).

3. Resource allocation: Allocating
resources such as technology and
infrastructure to support innovative
approaches (Kumar &Rajan, 2022).

4. Assessment and evaluation:
Developing assessment and evaluation
strategies that align with innovative
approaches (Adeyemo & Kolawole,
2020).

Challenges and Solutions

Despite the benefits of innovative approaches,

there are challenges to their implementation,

including:

1. Limited resources: Providing solutions
such as seeking partnerships with
organizations and using open
educational resources (Kumar & Rajan,

2022).

2. Teacher resistance: Encouraging
teachers to adopt innovative
approaches through workshops and
mentoring (Adeyemo & Kolawole,
2020).

3. Curriculum constraints: Designing
curricula that incorporate innovative
approaches and promote student-
centered learning (Kolawole &
Adeyemo, 2021).

Conclusion

Revolutionizing the teaching of social studies
requires the adoption of innovative approaches
that promote active learning, critical thinking,
and problem-solving skills. While there are
challenges to implementing these approaches,
solutions can be found through partnerships,
teacher training, and addressing resistance to
change. By embracing innovative approaches,
social studies education can be transformed,
leading to improved student outcomes and a
more informed and engaged citizenry.

Recommendations

1. Government support: Provide funding
and resources to support the
implementation of innovative
approaches in social studies education.

2. Teacher training: Provide professional
development opportunities for teachers
to develop their skills in innovative
approaches.

3. Curriculum design: Design curricula

that incorporate innovative approaches
and promote student-centered learning.
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