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Abstract

This study examined socio-cultural effects of Fulani herdsmen attack on farmers' productivity in

Akure North Local Government Area of Ondo State, Nigeria. Three research questions guided the
study. Descriptive research design of the survey type was used. The population of the study consists

all crops farmers and Fulani herdsmen in Akure North Local Government Area of Ondo State,

Nigeria, out of which 100 respondents were randomly selected through random sampling
technique. A well-structured questionnaire was used as instrument for data collection. The validity
and reliability of the instrument were determined using test re-test method. The reliability co-

efficient of 0.75 was obtained which shows that the instrument was reliable. The data gathered were
analyzed using frequently count and simple percentages. Findings of the study revealed that the
causes of frequent conflict between farmers and Fulani herdsmen are: destruction of farmers' crops,

harassment of Fulani by host youths, disregard of traditional authority, stray cattle, sexual
harassment of women by Fulani herdsmen, indiscriminate bush burning and theft of cattle. Based
on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made: Fulani herdsmen should be
involved in the decision making and be permitted to take part actively in the planning procedure of
restoring peace to most of the affected communities. There is need for proper re-orientation on the
essence of social interaction irrespective of the religious and ethnic background. Also, Government
should be firm and fair in its resolution and implementation of decisions. Illegal use of arms should

be discouraged while anyone found culpable should be prosecuted in the court of law.
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Introduction

The Fulanis are descendants from Middle
East and North Africa. However, the history of
the Fulani origin began with the Berbers of
North Africa around the 8" or 11" century AD
century, according to Anter (2015). Between 900
— 1900 AD, that is , over a millennium ago, the
Fulani spread to most parts of West Africa,
probably due to their professional calling cattle
rearing which gave them opportunities to move
from place to place in search of green pastures
for their cattle. In addition to this, the Fulani
migrants were predominantly Muslims. In the
early 18" century, there were revolts between the
Fulani and the local people. Culturally,
insecurity in the context of herdsmen and
farmers relations in Nigeria dates back to when
the Fulani in the first instance began to feel
insecure in their original place of origin and
began the search for solutions outside their place
of origin. Although, these uprisings began as
(Jihad) holy wars, after their triumph they

followed the back standard of Fulani ethnic
dominance in most West African States (Anter,
2015).

The main Fulani sub-groups in Nigeria are:
FulbeGombe, Fulbe Adamawa, FulbeSokoto,
FulbeMbororo and FulbeBorgu (Kasarachi,
2016). Fabiyi and Otunba (2016) averred that
the Fulani unarguably represent a significant
part of the economy of Nigeria. They are the
major breeders of goats, sheep, and cattle as
those animals are the major source of meat and
affordable source of animal proteins consumed
by Nigerians. Additionally, the Fulani own over
90 percent of the livestock population which
accounts for one-third of agricultural Gross
Domestic Product (GDP)and 3.2% of the entire
GDP in Nigeria. The Fulani herdsmen mostly
move with their cattle from geographical
location to another in search of grazing land
especially in the dry season. Fabiyi and Otunba
(2016) revealed that when the Fulani light-
skinned herders are migrating, they are often
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accompanied by their dark-skinned sedentary
kinsmen (Urban or town Fulani), who are better
educated, more dynamic as politicians, and were
fanatical and versed as Muslims than the former.
Fabiyi and Otunba (2016) stressed that when the
herders encounter local opposition to their
encroachment, the sedentary provides the
requisite political and military strategy or
machinery for resistance, and when the
sedentary felt the need for socio-religious
cleansing (a jihad or religious war), the
herdsmen provide the rank and file of the
fighting forces.

However, the Fulani herders in most cases
settle in for fertile areas to rear their cattle and at
same time engage in little farming as well. On
account of this migration, economic and socio-
political factors increased the trends of conflicts
between the herders and their host communities
(farmers) escalated. The frequent conflicts
between Fulani herdsmen and the farmers came
into existence as a result of encroachment of
farmlands by the Fulani herders. It is on record
that many Nigerians lost their lives,
properties/farm lands or crops every year to
Fulani herders. This however resulted to scarcity
of food production and high cost of living as
well.

Nigeria is under a severe internal and
security menace as the threat has political,
economic and environmental dimensions. Each
of these dimensions has critically affected the
stability of the nation which can be traced to
many factors in which the Fulani herdsmen are
the major factor. Most worrisome in the present
development is the pillaging, raping, killing and
kidnapping by the Fulani herdsmen. On daily
basis, cases of Fulani attack are usually reported
on national dailies how Fulani herders
strategically attack several communities and
houses with sophisticated assault guns such as
AK-47 (Punch newspaper, 2018). Okereke
(2012) and Bello (2013) condemned the clash
and conflicts in most part of Nigeria especially
the Fulani herdsmen and farmers; according to
them, such clashes are largely uncalled for. The
situation is getting off-hand as farmers can no
longer farm freely because of the fear of Fulani
herdsmen attack. Fulani herdsmen and farmers
clash have pitched Christians and Muslims
against each other. Recent studies conducted by
Okereke (2012) and Kasarachi (2016) have

shown that, serious conflict between Fulani
herdsmen and farmers have claimed many lives;
valuable properties and destruction of vast
expense of arable agricultural farmlands thereby
posing serious threat to food security as some
farmers could no longer go to farm and harvest
their farm produce.

Additionally, report from the
BismarkRewane led Financial Derivation
Company (FDC) stated that no few than 400
Nigerians were murdered by Boko Haram,
bandits and herdsmen in the first quarter of 2021.
Rewane (2021) gave the details of the killing,
stating that Boko Haram and other Islamic
terrorists murdered 100 people, random
shooters/arsonist killed 40 people, herdsmen
killed 60 people, while bandits murdered 200.
Rewane study noted that the woe of insecurity
has caused the nations' economic loss leading to
food crisis as farming activities decline spiraling
inflation, loss of new investments and increase
in capital flight.

The recent wave of violence in Nigeria,
especially the ones reported in Benue, Taraba,
Nassarawa, Ondo, Ekiti and few other states as
observed by Kasarachi (2016) has disrupted
socio-cultural, economic, religious and
educational activities, political instability and
threatened the national unity of Nigeria. These
extra-judicial killings have forced thousands of
people to abandon their homes and farmlands for
safety. The scenario in the south west Nigeria
was the abduction and destruction of Pa Olu-
Falae's farm in Ilado, Akure North, Ondo State
and the menace of Fulani herdsmen dire
implication for socio-cultural and economic
development in the states attacked and Nigeria
in general.

Statement of the Problem

Nigeria as a nation is seriously threatened by
Fulani herdsmen cum famers' crisis and as such
considered to be main threat militating against
the social and economic activities of the nation.
Fulani herdsmen and farmers crisis have left
adverse effects on socio-cultural and economic
development of the people. The spate of
herdsmen attack on farmers has been a serious
challenge. The security situation in the country
has degenerated to the extent that farmers could
no longer plant and harvest their crops in the
farm Hence, Fulani herdsmen and farmers
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clashes have become a major problem to the
security and development of Nigeria. It is
expedient therefore to fund means of changing
this situation so as to end the menace of Fulani
herdsmen and farmers attacks in our nation. On
account of this, insecurity and insurgency and
other attacks have become the watchword of
most Nigerians. Although, there are some
empirical researches on effects of Fulani
herdsmen attack on economic and social
development of Nigeria. However, there is the
dearth of quantitative evaluation of the direct
effect of Fulani herdsmen attack on farmers'
productivity in the affected towns and villages.
Thus, this among other necessitated this study.

Purpose of the Study

The study aimed at ascertaining the socio-

cultural effects of Fulani herdsmen attack on

farmers' productivity in Ilado village, Akure

North Local Government Area, Ondo State,

Nigeria. The specific objectives of the study are

to:

1. ascertain the root cause(s) of Fulani
herdsmen and farmers clashes in Akure
North Local Government, Ondo State,
Nigeria.

2. examine the social effects of the Fulani
herdsmen attack on the affected towns and
villages in Ondo State.

3. determine the effects of Fulani herdsmen
attack on farmers' productivity in Akure
North Local Government Area, Ondo State.

Research Questions

The following research questions were

formulated in order to accomplish the purpose of

the study thus:

1. What are the causes of Fulani herdsmen and
farmers clashes in Akure North Local
Government ArealN

2. What are the social effects of the Fulani
herdsmen attack on the affected forms and
villagesN

3. What are the effects of Fulani herdsmen
attack on farmers' productivity in Akure
North Local Government Areai¥

Methodology

Descriptive survey research was adopted in
the study. The design was adopted because it
involves obtaining information from a
representative sample of a particular population
of interest without any manipulation. The
population of the study comprised all crop
farmers and Fulani herdsmen in Akure North
Local Government Area of Ondo State, Nigeria.
The study adopted simple random sampling
techniques to randomly select 100 respondents
including crop farmers and Fulani herdsmen
from the affected towns and villages (i.e. Ilado
village, Ilu Abo, Oba-Ile and Alayere village) all
in Akure North Local Government Area of Ondo
State, Nigeria. The researcher used a well-
structured instrument to collect data for the
study. It is divided into two sections. Section 'A’
addressed demographic information of the
respondents, while section 'B' contained 30
items which required the respondents to either
tick YES or NO based on their opinions. To
ascertain the validity of the instrument, it was
given to experts in Test and Measurement for
necessary modification. Test re-test method was
adopted to test the reliability of the instrument.
Twenty (20) copies of the questionnaire was
administered to 26 respondents not included in
the area of this study within an interval of two
weeks. The reliability co-efficient of 0.75 was
obtained which shows that the instrument was
reliable. The data obtained after administration
of the questionnaire were analyzed using
frequency count and simple percentages.

Results

Analysis and interpretation of the data collected
from field. A total of 100 copies of questionnaire
was administered and were duly returned by the
respondents, which were used for the study. The
response of the respondents are therefore
summarized and presented as follows:
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Research Question 1: What are the causes of Fulani herdsmen and farmers clashes in Akure
North Local Government Areais
Table 1. Causes of Fulani Herdsmen and Farmers Clashes

SN ITEMS YES NO

F % F %
1 Destruction of crops 81 | 81.0 |19 19.0
2 Over-Grazing of fallow land 94 1940 |6 6.0
3 Harassment of nomads by host youths 60 |[61.0 |39 39.0
4 Contamination of streams by cattles 24 |1 24.0 |76 76.0
5 Theft of cattles 19 |19.0 |80 80.0
6 Disregard for traditional authority 22 1220 |78 78.0
7 Stray Cattle 21 | 21.0 |79 79.0
8 Sexual harassment of women by nomads 57 |57.0 |43 43.0
9 Indiscriminate bush burning 11 11.0 | 89 89.0
10 | Indiscriminate defecation by cattle on roads 56 |56.0 |44 44.0

Table 1 above shows the causes Fulani herdsmen
and farmers clashes Items 2(94%), 1 (81%), 3
(60%), 8 (57%) and 10 (56%). According to this
table, overgrazing of fallow land(94%),
destruction of corps (81%), harassment of

Research Question 2: What are the Social Effects of the Fulani Herdsmen attack in Akure North

Local Government Areais

Table 2: Social Effect of the Fulani Herdsmen attack in Akure North LGA

nomads by host youths (60%), sexual
harassment of women by nomads (57%) and
indiscriminate defecation of cattle on roads
(56%) among others are the root causes of clash
between the cattle Fulani and the Akure farmers.

S/N ITEM Yes No
F % |F %

1. Sexual harassment ofvomen 71 | 71.0129 | 29.0
2. Reductionin social activities 11 11.0 | 89 | 89.0
3. Increase in cut related activities 15 15.0| 85| 85.0
4. High drug intake 19 | 19.0|81 | 81.0
5. Acquisitionof weapons/Arms 47 | 47.0|53 | 53.0
6. Reduction in quality of social relationship 35 | 35.0|75| 75.0
7. Reduction of social support 39 | 39.0|71 | 71.0
8. Loss of human life 88 | 88.0( 12| 12.0
9. High cases of rape 57 | 57.0143 | 43.0
10. Disruption of sociakroups 41 | 41.0|59 | 59.0
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Table 2 shows that loss of human life (88%), sexual harassment of women (71%), high cases of rape

(57%) among others are the social effects of the
Government Areas, Ondo State, Nigeria.

Fulani herdsman attack in Akure North Local

Research Question 3: What are the Effects of Fulani Herdsmen Attack on Farmer's Productivity in

Akure North Local Government¥

Table 3: Effects of Fulani Herdsmen Attack on Farmer's Productivity

S/N ITEM Yes No
F % F %

1. Loss of produce in storage 1717{0 83 |83.0
2. Displacement of Farmers 77 |77.0 |23 | 23.0
3. Reduction in output and income of 67 |67.0 |33 |33.0

farmers/nomad
4. Scarcity of Agricultural Products 57 57.0 |43 |43.0
5. Loss of house and properties 41 |41.0 | 59 [59.0
6. Low revenue generation by government 32 |32.0 |68 | 68.0
7. Reduction in household Resources 19 [19.0 | 81 | 81.0
8. Infrastructural Damages 51 |51.0 |49 [49.0
9. Low National GDP 73 |73.0 |27 | 27.0
10. Diversion of National Income to fight the 78 |78.0 |22 |22.0

menace

Table 3 above presented the effects of Fulani
herdsmen attack on farmers productivity due to:
diversion of national income to fight the menace
(78%), displacement of farmers (77%), low
national Group Domestic Product (GDP) (73%),
reduction in output and income of
farmers/nomads (67%) and scarcity of
agricultural products (57%).

Discussion

Factors that contribute to the Fulani
herdsmen and farmers clashes in Nigeria are
known generally as have been pointed out by
many researchers. Overgrazing of fallow land,
destruction of crops, harassment of nomads by
the host youths, sexual harassment of women,
indiscriminate defecation of cattles on roads
among other factors have been viewed as factors
and the root cause of the clashes between the
Fulani herdsmen and the farmers. These
researchers recommended in their study that the
above social ills can be minimised and

controlled through extension agency
intervention to identify stakeholders and
development trust between the disputant using
the mechanism tagged local development plan
(LPD) which is community initiated process to
reduce tension over the access and the use of the
land and effective participation in decision-
making and economic activities.

Finding from the studies have indicated that
serious conflict erupt between Fulani herdsmen
and farmers leading to loss of lives valuable
properties and destruction of vast expanse of
arable agricultural farmland thereby posing
serious threat to food security since farmers fear
of attack could no longer go to farm and harvest
farm produces (Bello 2013, Okereke 2013). The
research results have shown that there is
diversion of nations' income to fight the Fulani
herdsmen attack menace, displacement of
farmers, low national gross development
productivity vis-a-vis scarcity of agricultural
products are the effects of Fulani herdsmen
attacks on farmers productivity in Ondo State,
Nigeria. This is inline with Bismarck Revenue
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(2021) stated that now few than 400 Nigerians
were murdered by Boko-Haram, bandits and
herdsmen. According to this study, insecurity
has caused the nation economic loss resulting to
food crisis as farming activities decline since
farmers could no longer plant and harvest their
crops due to Fulani herdsmen frequent attacks.
The finding corroborates the findings of
Nweze(2005) who opined that Fulani herdsmen
attack reduces the output and income of the
farmers.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, it is
concluded that the frequent clashes between
Fulani herdsmen and farmers have resulted to
sexual harassment, killings, destruction of farm
crops among others and as such affected farmers
productivities and farmer income . Additionally,
the conflict affected the overall development of
the nation generally as the clashes between
Farmers and the Fulani herdsmen case tension
and insecurity in nation as lives and property are
no safer as the fear of the Fulani herdsmen in the
beginning of wisdom to Nigerian farmers, their
union and the entire family members.

Recommendations
Based on the findings, the following

recommendations are made:

1) Participatory planning process of all the
stakeholders (farmers and herdsmen) in the
dispute resolution mechanism should be
applied.

2) There is need for people re-mutation of the
essence of social interaction irrespective of
religious and ethnic background.

3) All Fulani Herdsmen found culpable of

carrying illegal weapon/arms should be

prosecuted in the court of law without
interference of any “big-influential figures”
inthe country.

Government should be firm and fair in its

resolution and implementation of decisions.

5) Government should endeavour to take the
census and proper documentation,
registration of the Fulani herdsmen
occupying various geographical locations
for proper identification.

4)
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